Marie Curie (born Marja Skłodowska) was the first person to win Nobel Prizes in two sciences (in Physics-1903 and in Chemistry-1911) . She moved from her native Poland to study and pursue a scientific career in France and became well known for her dedication, persistence and passion for work. Her scientific achievements are all the more remarkable for taking place at a time in history when conditions for research and in particular for women in science were often difficult. She was well liked by both her colleagues and friends, to whom she was able to communicate the passion she felt for her work.
Hence, it is fitting that the European Commission named its programme of training awards for young researchers after Madame Curie. Marie Curie Actions provide the opportunity for young researchers to improve their research skills and enhance their career prospects through competitive and intensive efforts, mobility and dedication; characteristics that will always contribute to the establishment of a promising scientific career. Specifically, Marie Curie Initial Training Networks (ITN) promote the mobility of young researchers, between different European countries and into Europe from other parts of the world, an important step that exposes them to a variety of established research centres and universities in order to meet, interact with, and collaborate with other researchers, expand their research ideas and horizons, and develop those character attributes required in the increasingly competitive field of research.
This issue presents some of the scientific output of one such network in the field of marine sciences. ECOSUMMER (ECOsystem approach to SUstainable Management of the Marine Environment and its living Resources) was a 4-year (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) its Centro Oceanográfico in Vigo, the University of Vigo (UVIGO, SP), the University of the Aegean (UAEGEAN, GR) and the Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas (IIM/CSIC, ES). This network of research and education centres provided research topics and training for 23 early-stage researchers for training periods lasting between 3 months and 3 years. These early-stage researchers were selected from a total of 89 applications from all over the world, financing researchers from the UK, France, Spain, Italy, Greece, Portugal, Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, Chile and Mexico. Now, more than 1 year after the completion of their training and research, all trainees continue to work in the academic and private sectors in Europe and overseas.
The special issue includes 19 scientific papers on marine subjects, including topics in biodiversity and genetics, species-environment interactions, fisheries, aquaculture, morphometrics and ecosystem modelling. The project held a final conference on ''Marine Ecosystems and Sustainability (MESS)'' in Aberdeen in December 2009. In addition to papers from the Marie Curie researchers themselves, the special issue includes contributions based on invited talks at the MESS conference and contributions from other students and colleagues who participated in project activities. These papers are broadly focused on the diversity of marine ecosystems and their sustainable utilization.
We wish to acknowledge our Project Officer in the Directorate-General for Research (Brussels, Belgium), Frank Marx, for his extensive help and support over 3 years, also Kamila Partyka, Przemyslaw Jankowski, Evert Van den Broeck and Monika Dudek, who handled the later stages of the project. We thank the many scientists, acting as anonymous referees, who provided constructive comments on earlier versions of the articles in this issue (reviewers' names are listed below). We are grateful to Martine van Bezooijen (Springer) and Koen Martens (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences) for providing the opportunity to publish this special issue in Hydrobiologia. Finally, we would like to thank all the ECOSUMMER researchers and their supervisors for their contributions to the project and to this special issue (researchers' names and their projects are listed below). We hope that readers of this special issue of Hydrobiologia will find it useful and that it inspire further work on the sustainable use of marine ecosystems. 
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